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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Adn»«d Research Project* Agency 

Assistant Secretary el the Air Force (ft A S) 


SUBJECT 


Financing of Project COEONA 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

NRO 

25X1 


a ***** April 1958, aa outline of the above project 

:. °. y<> *‘ * nd * 1 * h Dr - KlUUn. A. you nn .d«U«d ohortly 

Wa * S**® 1 **- J ***. however, given specific 
10 lh * project. 2 ^ conveying 

the substance of thlc instruction to you at this time becance it is relevant 

Im Which 1 b « U ® v * «• currently under discussion between 

the Advanced Becearch Project# Agency and the Air Force. 


£ 


That covert procurement would require 
Jwhicfe would be provided by the Central Intelligence Agency. 


cmt r ~ — — **** ***** a»d second sta ge vehicle* fo r twelve firings would 
Forc*»° Uia a * Un * nCed Ulor tGe rno «* part by A 'RPA through ^Tau*" 


5 . 


CIA ha* obligated 


^ fj**2* ct to th * of these two categories of costs, the 


that at tea# I 


mr 




Aircraft 


is about to obligate aa additional 
Corp oration. It now appears likely 
jwiU be required for the items 


tn S* J = . »r 500 items 

to be covertly procured ana cats will be covered by CIA with FY-1959 funds. 

the ttoa r * £ * rr#d *® Paragraph I above is relevant to 

the second category of costs, those of first and second stage vehicles. The 
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instruction itself apptl «d to both covert mad overt development mad procure- 
ment mad «»> to the effect teat "all funding for development mod hardware 
if 0 * 1 come from: fmj the Central Intelligence Agency mad (b) the Advanced 
Research Project* Agency**. The intent of thie inetr action wee that fusing 
for toese purposes ehoetd not be provided by the Air Force. 


i 


5 * 1 * m that to# arrangement which I understand is mow 

contemplated, whereby toe Air Force will obligate certain funds for 
COR ONA ia advance of reimbursement by AM PA. would bo consistent with 
toeforegelng instruction, sine* this sequence of events has boon necessary 
r. I n “ rb * r ABPA P**t*ai*s. I feel, however, that if AH PA does not 
. t * Bd M f***'y t» ***** vehicle* procured for CORONA, this change of 
P**n# Should receive appropriate clearance. 


b» T ha language quoted la Paragraph 4 above of course leave* open 

?JL P ^ 1WUty ** m * A ** ncy * h » uW * Urge* part of toe wboU 
CORONA pregram than contemplated la toe project eutUne. Altoouga tide 
coarse of action is not precluded ea policy grounds, the need for it was not 
foreseen, bmm what Is now CORONA had boon planned and authorised as 

TriTllf U7L ****** ***** •»**-*& as a separate, covert project, and 
It* funding was assumed to be possible from already approved program*. 

U is recognised that too cost of first and second stage vehicles for CORONA 

™ *“1^** wi ®** programs including too eccelsra- 

*?***** additional funding. The provision of sisable amount# 
t*** budgeted would, however, raise serious problems 

ter t&e CIA. Accordingly, if toese developments reader impossible the 
funding of overt procurement for CORONA by ARPA. to# financial status 
of too project should bo reviewed by too knowledgeable senior officers of 
toe Department of Defense end this Agency. 


25X1 


(s gd) Richard M, Dissnll, .Jr* 


dA / PD/DCI:RMB 
Distribution: 


(6/24/58) 


RICHARD M. BlbdJKJUL, JR, 
dpedml Assistant to the Director 
for Planning and Development 


Copy 1-Roy W. Johnson, Dir/ARPA 

?— P.E. Horner, Asst Secy of AF (R&D) 
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5- Deputy Dir, DPS B-DirofD&P, DPS 

6 - Dir of Admin & Compt, DPS 9-SA /PD/DCI Subi 
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